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MARCH 6, 2023. 

Hon. KEVIN MCCARTHY, 
Speaker of the House, 
Washington, DC. 

DEAR SPEAKER MCCARTHY: Pursuant to 
Section 4(c) of House Resolution 5, 118th 
Congress, I am pleased to appoint the fol-
lowing Member to the Tom Lantos Human 
Rights Commission to serve as the Demo-
cratic Co-chairman: 

The Honorable James P. McGovern of Mas-
sachusetts. 

Thank you for your attention to this mat-
ter. 

Sincerely, 
HAKEEM JEFFRIES, 

Democratic Leader. 

f 

COMMUNICATION FROM FIELD 
REPRESENTATIVE/CASEWORKER, 
THE HONORABLE LINDA T. 
SÁNCHEZ, MEMBER OF CON-
GRESS 

The SPEAKER pro tempore laid be-
fore the House the following commu-
nication from Jacob Wolak, Field Rep-
resentative/Caseworker, the Honorable 
LINDA T. SÁNCHEZ, Member of Con-
gress: 

CONGRESS OF THE UNITED STATES, 
HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES, 

Washington, DC, February 16, 2023. 
Hon. KEVIN MCCARTHY, 
Speaker, House of Representatives, 
Washington, DC. 

DEAR MR. SPEAKER: This is to notify you 
formally, pursuant to Rule VIII of the Rules 
of the House of Representatives, that I, 
Jacob Wolak, Field Representative/Case-
worker for the Honorable Linda T. Sánchez, 
U.S. Representative for the 38th congres-
sional district of California, have been 
served with a subpoena for testimony issued 
by the Superior Court of Los Angeles Coun-
ty, State of California. 

After consultation with the Office of Gen-
eral Counsel, I have determined that compli-
ance with the subpoena is consistent with 
the privileges and rights of the House. 

Sincerely, 
JACOB WOLAK, 

Field Representative/Caseworker. 

f 

RECESS 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to clause 12(a) of rule I, the Chair 
declares the House in recess subject to 
the call of the Chair. 

Accordingly (at 2 o’clock and 19 min-
utes p.m.), the House stood in recess. 

f 

b 1703 

AFTER RECESS 

The recess having expired, the House 
was called to order by the Speaker pro 
tempore (Mr. FRY) at 5 o’clock and 3 
minutes p.m. 

f 

ANNOUNCEMENT BY THE SPEAKER 
PRO TEMPORE 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to clause 8 of rule XX, the Chair 
will postpone further proceedings 
today on motions to suspend the rules 
on which a recorded vote or the yeas 
and nays are ordered, or votes objected 
to under clause 6 of rule XX. 

The House will resume proceedings 
on postponed questions at a later time. 

f 

REPAYMENT OF MEMBERS OF THE 
ARMED FORCES FOR CONTRIBU-
TIONS TOWARD POST-9/11 EDU-
CATIONAL ASSISTANCE 

Mr. BOST. Mr. Speaker, I move to 
suspend the rules and pass the bill 
(H.R. 502) to amend title 38, United 
States Code, to ensure that the Sec-
retary of Veterans Affairs repays mem-
bers of the Armed Forces for certain 
contributions made by such members 
towards Post-9/11 Educational Assist-
ance, and for other purposes, as amend-
ed. 

The Clerk read the title of the bill. 
The text of the bill is as follows: 

H.R. 502 
Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Rep-

resentatives of the United States of America in 
Congress assembled, 
SECTION 1. REPAYMENT OF MEMBERS OF THE 

ARMED FORCES FOR CONTRIBU-
TIONS TOWARD POST-9/11 EDU-
CATIONAL ASSISTANCE. 

(a) IN GENERAL.—Section 3327(f)(3) of title 
38, United States Code, is amended by strik-
ing ‘‘together’’ and all that follows through 
‘‘(as applicable),’’. 

(b) EFFECTIVE DATE.—The amendment 
made by subsection (a) shall take effect on 
August 1, 2023. 
SEC. 2. MODIFICATION OF CERTAIN HOUSING 

LOAN FEES. 
The loan fee table in section 3729(b)(2) of 

title 38, United States Code, is amended by 
striking ‘‘November 14, 2031’’ each place it 
appears and inserting ‘‘November 28, 2031’’. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to the rule, the gentleman from Il-
linois (Mr. BOST) and the gentleman 
from California (Mr. TAKANO) each will 
control 20 minutes. 

The Chair recognizes the gentleman 
from Illinois. 

GENERAL LEAVE 
Mr. BOST. Mr. Speaker, I ask unani-

mous consent that all Members may 
have 5 legislative days in which to re-
vise and extend their remarks on H.R. 
502, as amended. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there 
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from Illinois? 

There was no objection. 
Mr. BOST. Mr. Speaker, I yield my-

self such time as I may consume. 
Mr. Speaker, I rise today in support 

of Representative BANKS’ bill, H.R. 502, 
as amended. I am pleased to support 
Representative BANKS’ bill to ensure 
that all servicemembers who have paid 
into the GI Bill are properly repaid. 
This bill would close the financial loop-
hole that prevents at least 25,000 Ac-
tive-Duty servicemembers from receiv-
ing the repayments they are due. 

Under current law, a servicemember 
who switches from Montgomery to the 
Post-9/11 GI Bill would lose $1,200 that 
they paid into the program if they ex-
hausted their benefits while still on 
Active Duty. Veterans who exhaust 
their benefits already receive the $1,200 
back. 

Representative BANKS’ bill would fix 
this policy to ensure that servicemem-

bers and veterans who are pursuing a 
higher education degree are treated 
equally. 

Servicemembers have earned this 
benefit by protecting our country. 
They should not be short changed just 
because they are getting an education 
while still on Active Duty. 

This bill would include a short-term 
extension of VA home loan funding fees 
to fully offset the cost of this bill. 

I thank The American Legion for 
bringing this problem to our attention. 
I also thank Congressman BANKS for 
reintroducing this important bill that 
will make a big difference for thou-
sands of Active-Duty servicemen and 
-women. 

Mr. Speaker, I urge all of my col-
leagues to support H.R. 502, and I re-
serve the balance of my time. 

Mr. TAKANO. Mr. Speaker, I yield 
myself such time as I may consume. 

Mr. Speaker, I rise today in support 
of H.R. 502, as amended, legislation to 
ensure veterans can recoup the money 
they paid into the Montgomery GI Bill. 

Under current law, veterans who do 
not fully access their Montgomery GI 
Bill can lose out on the payments they 
made into the program, in some cases 
totaling up to $1,200. 

The Montgomery GI Bill is in the 
process of being phased out for the 
more generous Forever GI Bill. Many 
veterans may not remember the $1,200 
they paid into the program in their 
early days of service or even be aware 
that they are entitled to a refund of 
the unused funds. The process to re-
claim that $1,200 can be difficult, and 
there are times when the veteran can 
simply lose out on the money because 
they waited too long. 

This legislation eliminates that cum-
bersome process by making it so that 
the veteran is repaid, no questions 
asked. 

The bill is fully offset, and it is sup-
ported by the veterans service organi-
zations community, including by Stu-
dent Veterans of America. 

I thank Representative BANKS for his 
work on this legislation and the VSO 
community for bringing this issue to 
our committee. We were able to pass 
this legislation under the House last 
fall, but unfortunately, the Senate was 
unable to consider it. That is why I am 
thankful we can consider this bill early 
in 2023, giving our colleagues in the 
Senate plenty of time to complete it. 
No disrespect to the Senate, Mr. 
Speaker. 

I urge the rest of my colleagues to 
support this legislation to ensure no 
veteran loses out on what is owed to 
them, and I certainly hope that Mem-
bers of the House who aspire to be Sen-
ators will remember what it is like to 
be a House Member and make sure this 
never happens again. 

Mr. Speaker, I reserve the balance of 
my time. 

Mr. BOST. Mr. Speaker, I yield 3 
minutes to the gentleman from Indiana 
(Mr. BANKS), the sponsor of this legisla-
tion. 
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